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of his past life, but sometimes I used to fear that he
exaggerated

It was not until he was thirty years of age that
Home began to take up literature, and he was
thirty-five when he enjoyed his first success with
"Cosmo de Medici/' an historical tragedy in blank
verse, which has some very fine passages, and was
greatly admired in the London coteries. Then came
the period of seven years, of which I have spoken,
in which Home really took his place, with Brown-
ing and Tennyson, as one of the promising poets of
the age. If he had died in 1844, he would probably
hold a high place still, as an " inheritor of unful-
filled renown," but unfortunately he lived for forty
more years, and never discovered that his talent
had abandoned him. His " Orion," which was
published in 1843, was brought out at the price of
one farthing. Elizabeth Barrett sent out to the
nearest bookshop for a shilling's worth, but was,
refused her four dozen copies. Purchasers had to
produce their brass farthing for each " Orion/' and
no change was given. This was done " to mark
the public contempt into which epic poetry has
fallen," but it was also a very good advertisement
Everybody talked about Mr. Home's "farthing"
poem, and after some editions had run out the
price was cautiously raised. But when the tenth
edition appeared, at a cost of seven shillings, the
public perceived that its leg was being pulled, and
it purchased " Orion" no more. In spite of all
this, " Orion " is far indeed from being a humorous